Minutes of MTC meeting held Sunday 13th July 2008.

Present: - John Pawsey (Chair/Secretary), Ben Howells (Regional Coach), Norberto Serpente (Sapphire G.C.), Andrew Crawford & Will Banthorpe (Pipers Vale G.C.), Peter Etherington & Adam Scott (Waveney G.C.).
Paul Hall (Regional Technical director) attended for the latter part of the meeting.

Regional Coach Report: - Ben thanked all those present and those involved with the regional M.A. discipline for their efforts during the year in making the standards so high. He indicated that wherever he goes, be it to national squads, competitions or just through informal conversations, the region is recognised as the one to look up to, in terms of standards, working relationships between gymnasts and coaches, structure and organisation. This is to be commended he said. The winning of the Blakeborough Trophy and the Bob Currier Trophy for the second year in succession together with the Adams Shield again was an outstanding achievement. He felt that at the beginning of the year, to repeat the results of 2007 would be difficult, but having now succeeded to repeat that, showed the attitude and determination of the region to remain at the top of the sport. He said that he felt we could not do much better, but hoped that we can continue to stay at the top of the M.A. G. in the years to come.
Regional fees need to be collected by all the clubs who have boys selected for the regional squads, but the attendance at the elite squads has been lower than had been expected this year. Some parents and clubs have indicated to members of the MTC that the rise in cost to £8 per session has been the main factor, as in some cases they already pay for training at their own clubs on a Sunday. 
Ben indicated that the structure for competitions in 2009 will be changing and the elite competitors will be entered by their respective for the set work event, and therefore the region will not be paying the cost. This is a continuation of the policy of 2008. There will be a squad structure for elite boys and NDP development groups next year, although the details for selection have yet to be finalised. The squads will be National, Reward, Top and Senior squads.

Ben has requested that all clubs and coaches assess their gymnasts carefully during the rest of the year to identify the NDP gymnasts from the Elite path gymnasts in readiness for the 2009 competition calendar, so that his recent e-mail about the development for the future in the region can be implemented
.
The December squad for this year will probably be an invitation to all clubs to bring their respective NDP and Elite gymnasts to an open training and testing/assessment day to plan for 2009. (Ben to send out information later in the year).

All competitions at national events in the future will be run on the lines of warm up and compete, and therefore the regional ones will mirror this pattern.

Huntingdon have spaces on their summer camp from 4th-8th August inclusive and anybody interested in attending should contact Paul or Ben. This is the same week as the national under twelve elite squad boys’ summer camp at Waveney.

Ben is looking to organise a set of seminars on coaching techniques and moves, with invited coaches to deliver the sessions over a two day period on 26th/27th/28th August at Huntingdon. This will be free to those coaches wishing to attend, and it will be limited to a selection of gymnasts invited to take part. He will notify clubs soon with the details. The intention is to run these clinics to assist the continued development of coaching in the region. Coaches who may be interested should e-mail Ben with their needs and indicate whether they are wishing to attend and which gymnasts they may like to bring. (A maximum of eighteen gymnasts is likely to be the case).

Regional Championships for 2008 is on the calendar for Sunday 18th October. This will be at Pipers Vale, providing the venue is still available. Entry forms will be sent out in the next three weeks and all clubs should make every effort to provide judges. Invitations to judges from outside the region will be investigated. The competition code will be in line with the new Junior Code being recommended from F.I.G. and will be in line with the proposed code for the Junior British.
Ben is to investigate the involvement of Daniela for some of the regional squads during 2009 in order to improve the presentation of routines.

MTC Funding of posts across the region in partnership with English Gymnastics: - The chairman indicated that the various allocations for support and funding for the work of M.A. gymnastics to continue and develop in the region had now largely been completed.

Funding has been allocated to South Essex and Huntingdon, the involvement of a part time coach to do some work across the region is in place and Sergei will be involved during the summer, coordinated by Paul Hall.
Ben Howells will be producing an MTC handbook by the end of the year and on annual basis, plus visiting some clubs across the region to support the development of some of the talented gymnasts and their coaches with programmes and advice about pathways for those identified.

The appointment of a development coach for Pipers Vale and Waveney has been completed, with Catrin Devonald in attendance at the interview. The position has been offered to Will Banthorpe, but some changes to the job description and the particular post requirements have been made in agreement with those on the interview panel from the two clubs. This is being negotiated with Catrin through a modified contract and will be overseen by the Pipers Vale club. Both clubs are working together in the continuation of their partnership in raising M.A. gymnastics, but modifications to the original job description were necessary.
The remaining pot of money is to be used to support any additional needs of the MTC and will be monitored by the chair in communication with English Gymnastics and Catrin.

A.O.B.:- There were no specific items outside of the information provided in the above minutes.

Paul was asked about the possibility of running some course for M.A. gymnastics in the region later in the year. He indicated that this may not be possible for a variety of reasons, but he agreed to notify Daren Norman by e-mail about the matter before he departs for Beijing.

Will Banthorpe informed those present about a new film due to be released on 16th July, which may star one of the regional coaches, following his performance at the National competition at Newcastle earlier in the year. All M.A. coaches might like to check this out. The film is called ‘Donkey Punch’
