MINUTES OF MTC MEETING HELD

SUNDAY 18TH JANUARY 2009.

Present: - J. Pawsey (Chair), B. Howells (Regional Coach), S. Hann (S.E.), Torian & W. Banthorpe (P.V.), M. Foale (Sap), Dany (Nor), A. Row (Wav).

Apologies: - Alex (Mar), P. Etherington (Wav), A. Crawford (P.V.).

General points: -

· The session was the first squad of 2009 and organised for those gymnasts following the Regional Performance Set Grade work, from which the regional teams, in different age groups will be chosen for the Blakeborough Trophy. This is designed for those gymnasts following a more demanding standard of gymnastic skills than the Club Grade system. The maximum age group category for this scheme is under fourteen. The squad was attended by twenty gymnasts, but in discussion the MTC recognised that we need a few more gymnasts from across the region to be working these routines, if we are to enter full teams in each age group for the finals.
The regional coach and those present seek to find gymnasts in the under nine, under ten and under thirteen age groups to complete these teams. These will be youngsters born on 2000, 1999 & 1996. The next squad for this regional group of gymnasts is 1st February from 10.00-1.00 at Huntingdon.
· The regional coach indicated that all boys should pay their regional squad fees as soon as possible to the Chairman, preferably in one package through the club coach of each club. The fees have been based upon all sessions being of three hours duration and have been calculated on the first four months leading up to the national finals in May. The Club Development Squad, which runs for the same period will be expected to do the same. He mentioned that the regional executive and the MTC representative have continued to support the M.A. discipline in their work over the years and therefore chasing up payments from within their clubs would be greatly appreciated. All gymnasts and club coaches in attendance were issued with an Invoice from J. Pawsey to remind people.
· The Regional Handbook, which has been produced by the regional coach and electronically sent to the regional secretary and to most clubs around the region, should be used for the purpose of information relating to dates, competitions, entry to regional events and other general information. There will be some changes that occur during the year, but these should be communicated by the regional coach when they are known.

· Some changes to the handbook, which have already been noticed include; the closing date for the regional championship entry form should read 15th August and not the end of January. However, the closing date for the entries for the regional set grade qualifier competition is 30th January and the entry charge is £12 per gymnast not £10. Entries must be sent to J. Pawsey before the closing date. All information is on the forms. The details in the handbook relating to Andrew Crawford are incorrect and will be changed along with some other notes. This information will be sent to the regional secretary and all clubs should then receive an updated version
· Anybody wishing to contact the Norwich boy’s coach can do so using dany_gym@yahoo.com 

· The regional MTC reconsidered the possibility of an inter-county team competition, to run alongside the equivalent event for girls later in the year, but decided that the programme for this year is too congested, even at the end of the year and therefore will defer involvement until 2010.
· Scott Hann will inform the chair/secretary of his availability to set up judging courses later in the year once he has revalidated as a brevet judge.

· Four coaches have now sent or are in the process of sending their C.V. to Daren Norman for approval as M.A. tutors to run courses across the region in future. All have the support of the MTC and geographically they cover the whole of the region. The coaches will be Peter Etherington (Waveney), Marc Foale (Sapphire), Will Banthorpe (Pipers Vale) and Ben Howells (Huntingdon).

· The two extra squads for invited gymnasts and clinics, which are in the handbook for 15th February and 1st March, have now been confirmed to be at South Essex and Waveney respectively. Note also that the regional Club Grade Development squad on the calendar for 5th April will now be at Huntingdon and not Ipswich.

The meeting recognised the importance of maintaining the high standards of recent years, but felt the foundations of the structure set up in recent years, was a major contributor to the success. We look forward to continued progress towards the build up to 2012 and the possibility of several of our regional gymnast being part of the team.
