Minutes of MTC Regional Meeting held 23rd October 2005 at Huntingdon 

Present:

J A Pawsey (Chairman/Secretary) (Waveney)

A Scott, P Etherington (Waveney)

D Rapley, M Jackson (South Essex)

B Howells (Regional Coach) (Huntingdon)

Danny (Norwich)

Amanda (Colchester)

D Carr (Bury Spectrum)

M Simo (Sapphire)

W Young Banthorpe (Pipers Vale)

Apologies:

S Hann (South Essex)

D Trotter, Mikhail (Marriotts)

Welcome and general points.

J Pawsey welcomed all those present and thanked them for their attendance at the meting to discuss the role and proposed programme for the newly appointed performance coach Mr Gheorghe BLAJ, who is due to take up post from 1/11/05. 

The chair then dealt with some minor items first which included: -

(i) Agreement that the region would finance the purchase of T Shirts, with appropriate lettering for the regional squad boys selected for 2006 and subsequent years. This was appreciated by the coaches present who proposed that the coaches for the official delegation for the NDP finals should also be given T Shirts as part of the team. 

We seek approval from the regional executive sub finance committee.

(ii) Trophies would be appreciated for the age group winners in each category of the regional boys championships in future years. Again this was approved at the regional AGM and was appreciated by the MTC. 

(iii) The John Hodgson trophy will remain as the award presented to the most stylish gymnast at the regional championships each year and a replica for the winning gymnast should be provided for the youngster to keep. The winner for 2005 was Max Bennett of Huntingdon and a replica needs to be ordered. J Pawsey to sort these matters out in the near future. 

Mens Judging Update

The current situation seems to be the latest information on qualified mens judges within the East. 

Brevet (1), National (8) plus one from Romania, Regional (11). 

The specific names are detailed as follows: -

Brevet: - P Hall

National: - B Howells, S Hann, M Jackson, A Folwell, L Folwell, R Payne, J Davis, D Trotter, Danny?

Regional: - D Ripley, S Maguire-Smith, J Pawsey, A Scott, P Etherington, J Simpson, W Banthorpe, A Crawford, L Fegan, S Eames, + 1.

Several of the national judges are keen to move to Brevet level if the opportunity arises and funding can be provided from the region. 

The Performance Coach Role

J Pawsey referred initially to the letter sent to clubs earlier in September about some of the dates and responsibilities of the appointed coach. Everybody present agreed that they had seen a copy of the letter and understood some of the requirements of this coach over the next twelve months, during their time in post.

Following this information he issued further information for those present to read prior to the open discussion. This included a) the contract drawn up, b) the job description for the post and c) the curriculum vitae of Gheorghe BLAJ. 

John read two emails received from D Trotter and S Hann regarding their views about the post. Once those present had been given time to read the above background information John circulated a proposed calendar/programme for Gheorghe to follow, once he is in post. He pointed out that he had spent several hours trying to put the programme together. This first version was meant to be a way of meeting the information in the job description. Those present were appreciative of the proposed calendar and agreed to take them away and discuss them with their clubs. The following points were agreed: - 

(i) The appointed coach should attend all regional squads. 

(ii) Each club identified as the host club for the various weekends should make every effort to accommodate Gheorghe over the weekend he is with them, to help keep costs down.

(iii) Wherever Gheorghe might be should be prepared to allow other coaches to attend, although permission for gymnasts to attend should be sought beforehand. 

(iv) The appointed coach is employed to work with performance gymnasts and those with genuine potential and coaches should not be taking ordinary regional or county gymnasts to sessions. Any coach is welcomed to attend sessions where Gheorghe is working to extend their personal knowledge. 

(v) The coach appointed should focus on the potential and talented gymnasts on the men’s artistic side of the sport and to expect him to do too much developmental work would not make best use of his expertise. Everybody present agreed with the sentiments and recognised that the development of gymnastics in the region should be undertaken by the RDO in consultation with the appointed coach. 

Concern was expressed over asking Gheorghe to spread himself too thinly. All those present were asked to feedback to John about any problems with the programme presented. This is expected by, at the latest, Sunday 13th November 2005 at the next regional squad. It was agreed that some changes, due to changed national dates will need addressing, but we will follow the first three months of the programme to get things started and modify things if necessary. 

Regular monitoring will take place throughout the year.

Regional Squads and the NDP Competitions for 2006. 

The regional trails for 2006 will be held on Sunday 11th December and Ben Howells will email the criteria to clubs. The squad will be for boys between 8 and 12 years of age and will probably be around twenty to twenty five gymnasts. 

Those representing the region at the NDP finals will all be invited to the two regional training sessions between the regional NDP competition and the national finals. 

The combined elite and club grade national finals means over 60 boys involved and the sub finance committee are asked to consider a delegation of eight coaches and judges to represent the region. 

The regional kit should probably be upgraded and changed in the near future, preferably for 2006, but the regional executive will need to inform the MTC of this possibility either for 2006 or 2007 at the latest.  

Meeting closed at 15.10pm and the next meeting will be after regional squad on 13/11/05.

Report by J A Pawsey CJTC

